They give

When Clarence Berger says he ralses cane,
he's not kidding

Clarénce and his wife Verna repair chairs,
replacing the worn reed and cane seaks on
anthgues, helrlooms and second-hand rockers.
Hand caning — weaving palm strips onlo
wopoden furniture — & a dying craft, one that
the Bergers learned from an old Beaverion
man pamed Dan Mauman, That was 10 years
apa. Nauman is 102 now, and the Bergers have
gradually aken over the local caning trade.

The couple works in & cluttered shop —
once Upon & Hme a garage — ai their Beaver-
ton home. Ingide, thers are chairs everywhers
= in the rafiers and in (he comers, In plles
and in pleces. There's an old doll buggy and an
antigue highchair, (oo,

Giant spoods of fiber reed hang from the
ceiling six-fool cardboard tubes hang on one
wall. Esch fube has a label, ke *“superfine” or
“common.” Those labels are chair-repair jar-
gon for varying widths of cane, which & made
from a palm tree calibed rattan that is native o
[ndia, China and Cevion. Inside fhe Berpers
cardboard fubes, the 13- to 20-fool strips of
cane range from 13 milimeters (superfine)
o 3 millimelers (common). Between 2040
nnd 500 fesd of cane goes inlo the average
chair.

Clarence talks abowl the chalr business
while be works on the reed seatl of an old
straight-backed ehair.

“ fouand oul it wasa't as engy & bt looked,”
he remembers of that day 10 years ago When
he wabched obd Mr. Nauman at work.

Weaving those reeds or cane strips hour
after hour makes his arms weary and his fin-
gers sore. The tedium can be maddening. If he
mikes 4 mistake, or if & plece of cane breaks,
b has b rip out hours of work and start again.

Simce those early days, Clarence has
learped the ins and outs of chalrs, the fine
points of a folk crafi that has been pushed
aside by machinery, Take reed seais, for in-
SLARGE.

“There's oval reed, flat reed, round reed,”
he says, “Then theres five different sidibs 11
ranges from an eighth to a kalf an inch.

Originally, reed seats were woven from

twisted strips of bullrush. Bual thése days, miost
reed chairs are made from fiber reed, paper
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Verma carefully re-weaves a wooden chair seal

strips that look like twisied grocery sacks.

(larence and Yema have a photo album
full of chairs they ve restored In 3 vanely of
styles and patterns. The Bergers use four cane
patterne the spiderweb, the lace patlern, the
siandard six-siep, and the Star of David, the
ot difficull — and expensive — of the four.
To cane & rocker's seal and back in the Star of
David pattern would take about 30 hours, Ver-
niE sy

For people with valuable aniigques or sentl-
menial heirlooms, hand caning & often warth
the oot

“Adot of the people who come in here have
chairs with sentimental valpe” says Verna.
“Theyll bring it In and say,'This was my
grandmolher's grandmaother's.” They know (t's
nof worth anyihing "

The Bergers themselves hove a few of
those sentimental chairs arcund their house,
TH.E:.-"I.PE‘ refurbished Vernd's ,EI‘:E.I'I'JI'H-:][HE.I"E
oak rotker and Clarences grundfather's oak
rocker. Onee, they bought B black lycquersd
rocker 't.lh.t hhrl;-n:i-'.ulhr chiecked cush-

lon in o second-band store for §12, Under the
lncguer, they found a lovely sodid-oak chalr.

“Pretty soon, we'll be known a3 the Bolss
af rockers,” nobtes Clarence, an old furniture
buff who pokes around in antigqes and junk
stores every chance he peis.

The Bergers do commercial work as well
% residential. The Organ Grinder in Poriland,
Farrell’s and the Park Restaurant at Washing-
ton Square are among their elbents.

“You've beca [o Earthquake Ethel's?
You've sl on our chairs,™ Clarence reports.

Chalrs aren’t the only furnishings the
Berpgers work on. Doll buggies and roll-top
deskes areé among (he projects they've tackied.
Omce, someone brought Clarence a rolHop
desk in & candboard box — I pleces, It ook a
month for him (o pat it back together again

Clarence will teach a class on hand caning
through Portland Community College this fall,
The seven-week class begins on Monday, Sepl.
6, 7 pm., al Whitford [ntermediaie School.
Tuitlon 18 $21. Call PCC's Rock Cresk camipis,
5=~ et 220, for registration information



